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Letter From the Rector
Dear Friends:

I am writing to you shortly after a splendid Friends of  the Seminary event here at 
your seminary.  We were blessed with ideal weather, wonderful support, the chance to 
renew old friendships and the opportunity to recognize two most deserving individuals 
with our annual award.  Accordingly this issue of  DIALOGUE is devoted to our 
Friends of  the Seminary evening.

The evening began with Solemn Vespers celebrated by Bishop Gerald Barbarito of  
the Diocese of  Palm Beach.  Reverend Mr. Richard Vigoa, student council president, 
gave a fi ne homily in which he recounted a moving experience he had during his 
Clinical Pastoral Assignment this past summer at a healthcare facility in New York 
with a young terminal patient.  Our choir was at its best.

This issue contains information and photos of  our St. Vincent de Paul Regional 
Seminary award recipients Mrs. Diane Simowitz and Most Rev. Felipe J. Estévez, 
Auxiliary Bishop of  the Archdiocese of  Miami.  I applaud our board’s decision to 
recognize these most deserving recipients.

At the conclusion of  Vespers and in keeping with our theme, Les Amis du Seminaire 
2008, the more than 200 attendees were given gift beads as they left the chapel for 
the reception area.  Dinner followed and I am most appreciative of  the assistance 
provided to our seminarians by local members of  the Knights of  Columbus as they 
helped served our guests to an outstanding meal prepared by Chef  Philippe Pedemey 
and his most capable staff.

Friends of  the Seminary is our main fund-raising event each year.  Thanks to the 
leadership of  Event Chairman John Herrick, the generosity of  our donors and 
particularly Mrs. Catherine Murphy, our title sponsor, more than $205,000 was raised 
this year.  Additionally, the cost to raise those funds was 12 percent, an important 
consideration.

I encourage you to enjoy this edition of  DIALOGUE.  As always, please accept our 
most sincere thanks for your continued prayers and support.  

Keith R. Brennan, J.C.D.
Rector/President
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Mission Statement
The primary purpose of St. Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary 

is to provide a human, spiritual, academic, and pastoral 
formation program to prepare candidates for the Roman Catholic 

priesthood.  In response to the large number of Hispanic 
Catholics in Florida, and throughout the United States, the 
Seminary formation program is bilingual and multicultural.

The secondary purpose of the seminary is to provide continuing 
theological education to qualified clergy, religious, and laity of all 

denominations. 
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Friends of the Seminary, the annual 
signature event of St. Vincent de Paul 
Regional Seminary, set a record this 
year for most funds ever raised at 
more than $205,000.  Event Chair John 
Herrick also noted the cost to raise 
those funds was less than 12 percent.  
“Both the amount raised and the cost to 
raise those funds are significant.”

For the first time in its history, Friends 
of the Seminary benefited from a title 
sponsor, Mrs. Catherine “Sis” Murphy 
who felt the sponsorship was a fitting 
tribute to her late husband, former 
seminary board member Thomas A. 
Murphy, and a continuation of the 
family’s support of the seminary.  

Thanks to Mrs. Murphy’s sponsorship 
Friends of the Seminary 2008 has been 
the most successful ever in terms of 
funds raised.

“We have actively supported the 
seminary for many years,” said Mrs. 
Murphy.  “Tom was a member of 
the board and Investment Advisory 
Committee from 1988 until shortly 
before his death.

“We both felt that our service and 
financial support of the seminary was 
an important way for us to give back 
for all of the blessings Our Divine Lord 
has showered upon us.  In addition, I 
hope others will recognize the great 
blessing we have in the seminary and 
how important it is to the future of the 
Church.  I am pleased that we have been 

Friends of the Seminary 2008…
A Resounding Success

Event Raises More than $200,000; 
Award Recipients Honored

able to support the seminary,” said Mrs. 
Murphy.

Mrs. Murphy’s daughter, Cam, 
continues the work of her father as 
a member of the seminary board, 
Investment Advisory Committee and 
Rector’s Development Council.

Mild weather greeted the more than 
200 attendees as they entered the 
campus and chapel for Solemn Vespers 
celebrated by Bishop Gerald Barbarito 
of the Diocese of Palm Beach.  Reverend 
Mr. Richard Vigoa, a seminarian and 
student council president, gave the 
homily during which he related a 
moving experience he had while on his 
Clinical Pastoral assignment during the 
summer at a health care facility in New 
York.  He described his relationship 
with a terminally ill young woman and 
her journey of faith during her final 
days. 

Monsignor Keith Brennan, rector/
president, then announced the 
recipients of the annual St. Vincent de 
Paul Award:  Mrs. Diane Simowitz and 
Most Rev. Felipe J. Estévez, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Miami.  
Presented annually by the seminary, the 
award honors those persons, one lay 
person and one member of the Clergy, 
who have excelled in witnessing to the 
values of the Gospel through their lives 
and service to the People of God.  

Chair of the Rector’s Development 
Council for the seminary, Mrs. Simowitz 

also serves on the Board of Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of Palm Beach, 
the Board of Holy Cross School, All 
Saints School, Jupiter Medical Center 
Diabetes Education and Jupiter Health 
Auxiliary Center.  Mrs. Simowitz is 
a member of St. Patrick’s Parish in 
Palm Beach Gardens where she serves 
as a Eucharistic Minister.  Monsignor 
Brennan noted that “daily Mass and 
communion are important parts of her 
life.”  Mrs. Simowitz has a tradition 
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of volunteerism and stewardship and 
a desire to “give back for a life that 
has been very good to me with many 
blessings from God.”

Bishop Estévez was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1970 and Pope John Paul 
II conferred the rank of Monsignor upon 
Fr. Estévez in 2001 and appointed him 
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami in 2003.  He 
was ordained bishop in January 2004.  
Bishop Estévez has been a faculty 
member at two seminaries in Honduras; 
he has served as a Campus Minister at 
Florida International University and 
Pastor of St. Agatha Church, Miami.  He 
has served as faculty, Dean of Spiritual 
Formation and President/Rector at St. 
Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary.

Monsignor Brennan noted award 
nominations are solicited from the 
seminary’s Board of Trustees which 
then votes upon the nominations 
received.  

Guests then moved from the chapel to 
the reception area while receiving Mardi 
Gras-type beads befi tting the new event 
theme, Les Amis du Seminaire.  Dinner 
followed. Members of local councils 
of the Knights of Columbus provided 
assistance to seminarians with guest 
meal and beverage service.  

Photos by Lucien Capehart Photography and Michael Tall
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SunTrust was the lead 
corporate sponsor, CapTrust/Schott 
Group was also a supporting sponsor, 
and both US Foods and SYSCO 
Southeast Florida made in-kind 
contributions to the event.  Tony 
Chachere’s and Hershey’s also 
provided products supporting the 
event.

“It was a wonderful evening of 
renewed friendships and remarkable 
support for a very important Catholic 
institution,” said Herrick. “My 
personal thanks to Sis Murphy and my 
fellow donors, as well as the seminary 
staff and seminarians for all of their 
efforts in helping to make Friends of 
the Seminary a great event.”

(See back cover for photos of all the 
award recipients.)

Please go to http://web.mac.com/
miketall/iWeb/SVDP/Photos.html to 
view and download free images from 
the evening’s affair, or to see a copy of 
the “Friends of the Seminary” program.  
Also go to http://97.66.155.2/stvincent 
to see and purchase images taken by 
Lucien Capehart Photography.
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We are Committed to 
 St. Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary

Great Lakes Advisors...
An independent, employee-owned asset manager with 
a strong client focus, providing customized large cap 
value equity and high quality fi xed income strategies.  
We aim to deliver superior returns while maintaining 

a conservative risk profi le.

Ed Calkins, Managing Director
Tom Kiley, Managing Director
Steve Rost, Managing Director

123 North Wacker Drive, Suite 2350, Chicago, IL 60606-1735
Phone:  312-553-3700  Fax:  312-553-3737

www.greatlakesadvisors.com
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Your lifestyle has never been about money, though financial success 
has allowed you to experience more than most. This has given you 
a strong vision for the future – a vision we’re determined to help you 
achieve. At Wachovia Wealth Management, your Relationship Manager 
will work closely with you, enacting strategies to help you pursue the 
opportunities most important to you. 
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In Memory of
William Krieger Family

Tom George Family
James & Catherine Sheehy

Joseph A. Turley
Walter J. Henshaw

Inez M. White
Stephen W. Varjan Jr.

Edward H. Young
Antonio R. Arvesu

J.P. Meyer
Lenny Bancroft

Joseph Davidson
Frank Condren
Sullivan Family
Norton Family

Grandsire Family
Hoy Family

Leonard Buszko
Louis Caggiano

Christopher Family
O’Leary Family
Roberts Family

The Crown Family
Anna & Joseph Comcheck
Msgr. Francis J. Fazzalaro

Maurice B. Frank
Helen Leane
Sheila Holly

Robert Lindsay
Richard A. Mattison
R. Lawrence Bonner
Edgar R. Williams
Lilly T. Williams

Emily Perera
Merlyn Perera

Pasquale A. Simone
Christian & Thomas Rodriguez

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert 
Walkenstein

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Alfi cia
Michael E. Fennell

Robert Tufaner-Serran
James Coyne

Sofi a & Jan Dabrowska
Ramon McCue

Bishop John Kaising
Richard V. & Charlotte V. Siegel

Mary Theresa LaPiana

John & Mary Kocur
Walter Joseph Miska
Anthony Joseph Fiore

Edmond Joseph Donnellan

In Honor of
Ms. Anna Turri

The Flister Grandchildren
Thomas Rogan

Janice M. Vondra
Scott Nugent

Celina Torkington
Rosalie C. Cates

John, John Jr., & Julia 
Nayduch

Serra Club of  South Palm Beach
Fred & Carol Henning
Anthony J. Pierino, Sr.

Frances M. Pierino
Anthony J. Pierino, Jr.

William J. Murphy
Mrs. Helen Kapsa

Deacon Tim Cummings
Sue Schacher

Serra Club of  Broward
Fr. Steven Olds

Fr. Philip Barrett
The Barrett Family
Vincent E. Brown

Bertha, Lawrence, Edward, John 
& Albert Petschauer
Chester Szymczak

Zenaida Bezos
Rodrigo Bezos

DeMarco Family
Miano Family

Armand & Phyllis Durrieu
Margaret Gonzalez

Fr. Tony Welle
Sister Marie Anthony

John Moses
Larry McGinley

James Joseph Morris Sr. & Jr.
Richard and Frances McDermott

Fr. Lou Geurin
Joan McCutcheon
Michael Schmit

Elisa Zapata Martinez
Sr. Mary Alphonsine

Frank & Peggy Pellicore
Reardon Family
Butler Family

Tom & Jean Subock
Mary Geneva Riley

William & Elizabeth Indyk
Vurt Loeb

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
Carol Ann Mahony

Gemma Vigliotti
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Bevilacqua

Named and Memorial Gifts 
Made to “Seedlings”

The seminary is grateful to the 200 plus donors who contributed over $63,000 to the 2008 Christmas Appeal and “Seedlings 
for St. Vincent.”  Many gifts were made in memory or in honor of loved ones, family and friends.  The list below includes the 

name of those honored as of February 22, 2008.
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LAWLESS, EDWARDS & WARREN
FINANCIAL ADVISORS

Serving Entrepreneurs, Executives 
and Families with

Independent Financial Advice 
Since 1985

1877 S. Federal Highway
Suite 210

Boca Raton,  Florida  33432

Tel:  561-361-8140       
Nationwide: 1-800-361-8140   

Fax: 561-361-9370
www.lawlessedwardswarren.com

In Memory of
Thomas Aquinas Murphy

Trustee, Saint Vincent  
de Paul Regional Seminary 

Retired Chairman,  
General Motors Corporation


“May God Hold You  

in the Palm of His Hand”

 St. Vincent de Paul 
 Official Calendar
  2008
April 6 – Candidacy Mass
April 19 – Diaconate Ordination 
Mass
May 8 – Commencement 
May 21 – Development Council 
Meeting
June 9 to June 13 – Priest Week
June 16 to June 20 – Deacon Week
August 27 – Opening Mass
September 17 – Development 
Council Meeting
September 19 – Board of Trustees 
Meeting
September 27 – Patronal Feast- 
St. Vincent de Paul Day
October 29 – Legacy Society Mass & 
Luncheon
December 7 – Donor Mass & Brunch

Please call (561) 732-4424 for more 
information on events. 

Go to www.svdp.edu for the most up-to-date 
calendar.
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 TOP LEFT

Msgr. Keith Brennan presents recognition to Mrs. Catherine “Sis” Murphy 

TOP RIGHT 

Bishop Barbarito and Msgr. Brennan present the St. Vincent de Paul Award 
to Auxiliary Bishop Felipe Estévez during vespers. 

BOTTOM LEFT  

Stanton Cadow, SVDP Director of Development looks on as Msgr. Keith  
Brennan recognizes “Friends” Chairman John Herrick. 

BOTTOM RIGHT  
Mrs. Diane Simowitz, recipient of the St. Vincent de Paul Award, exiting the 
chapel stops for a photo.
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